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NATIONALITY




:
INDIAN

EDUCATION                                           : 
Ph.D (Anthropology),   

                                                               
University of Madras, 

                                                                   
Chennai, 2000.

M.Phil (Anthropology),       University of Madras, 

Chennai, 1987.

M.A. (Anthropology), University of Madras, Chennai, 1984.

B.A.          (Sociology)

                                                                           Queen Mary’s College

                                                                            Chennai, 1982.

Fellowship Received 

2009             Awarded Fulbright- Nehru Visiting Lecturer Fellowship for the period of 2010- 2011

2009     University Grant Commission Visiting                                   Fellow, College of Biological and Earth Science, Department of Anthropology, S.V. University, A.P.

     2006(May-June)   DAAD Fellow: Teaching at Passaue University, Germany. 

      2006(Feb-May)    Charles Wallace Fellow: Teaching at     Queen’s University, Belfast, Ireland. 

1998 University Research Fellow  

WORK EXPERIENCE

2012 -                  Head of the Department of Anthropology, University of Madras

                2012                         Associate Professor

	2006-till date
	
	Permanent Assistant Professor in Anthropology, University of Madras, Chennai.

	2002 – 2006
	
	Permanent Lecturer in Anthropology, University of Madras, Chennai.

	1998 – 2001
	
	Guest faculty in Anthropology, University of Madras, Chennai.

	1996 – 1998
	
	Part time Lecturer in Special Training Institute for Backward Classes, Govt. of Tamil Nadu.

	1993 – 1996
	
	Research Associate, Adi Dravidar & Tribal Welfare Department, Govt. of Tamil Nadu.

	1988 – 1991
	
	Research Assistant, Madras School of Social Work, Chennai.

	1987 – 1988
	
	Research Investigator, Centre for Development Research and Training, Chennai.

	1986
	
	Research Assistant, Bay of Bengal Programme (FAO), Chennai.


POSITIONS HOLDING:

                  Professional bodies 

· Member, National Editorial Board, Indian Journal of Anthropology, The Red Flower Publication Pvt.Ltd., Delhi, India. 2013

· Regular Member, European Association for South Asian Studies (EASAS) 2010 onwards

· Member Indian Anthropological Association, Delhi (2007).
· Member at Association of British Scholars (2007)
· Member Indian National Confederation and Academy of Anthropologists (INCAA)
· Member Advisory Committee, Tamil Nadu Common Wealth Mother Teresa Women’s International Centre, Mother Teresa Women’s University, Kodiakanal, 27.2.2014.
Government/ Associations

· Member, Advisory Council, TRENDS, Coimbatore.

· Advisor on Gender issues, Tamil Nadu Pazhangudi Makkal Sangam, Dharmapuri.

· Member, Advisory Council TANPIC (Tamil Nadu Elementary Education Improvement Campaign).

· Governor-Chancellor Nominee for Planning Board of Tamil Nadu Open University.

· Member of Animal Ethics Committee, University of Madras, Chennai, 2005. 

· Committee Member, District Vigilance Committee for verification of Community Certificates, Government of Tamil Nadu. (2005)

· Member, Scrutiny Committee for issue of SC/ST Certificates, Directorate of Tribal Welfare, Government of Tamil Nadu.(2005)

· Member, Ethical Committee for Captain Srinivasa Murti Drug Research Institute for Ayureda, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of India. 2007

· Member, Executive Committee of the Indian Society of Victimology. University of Madras, Chennai. 2007

· Consultant, Aid- India, Chennai. (2007)

· Consultant, Srinivasan Services Trust, (TVS-GROUP), Chennai. (2007)

· Committee Member, District Vigilance Committee for verification of Community Certificates, Welfare of Backward Classes/ Most Backward Classes, Government of Tamil Nadu. (2007)

· Member State Level Steering Committee for ensuring co-ordination, monitoring, Protection and Conservation of Tiger in Tamil Nadu. (2008)

· Member Review Committee in preparing ‘Training Manual for Tribal Youth as Social Animators’, Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development. (2008). 

· Member State Level Scrutiny Committee, Verification of Scheduled Tribe Community Certificates. Adi Dravidar & Tribal Welfare Department, Secretariat, Tamil Nadu. 2008.

· Consultant, Asian Centre for Cross Cultural Studies,40/6A,Panayur Kuppam Road,Sholinganallur Post, Panayur, Chennai 600 119, TAMILNADU, INDIA
· Consultant, Climate Change & Adaption in Rural Areas of India (CCARAI)- Prime Net Consulting Group’s project, 2013
· Member, Empanelment of Anthropologist by the Government of Tamil Nadu, Adi Dravidar & Tribal Welfare Department, 2013.

· Member, Special Research Committee, Government of Tamil Nadu, Adi Dravidar & Tribal Welfare Department, 2014.

EXPERIENCE OF CONDUCTING FIELD SURVEYS:

·  “Literacy and Drop-outs among the Scheduled Tribe Children of Tamil Nadu” – A survey focused on the Needs of the Community sponsored by Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India, New Delhi, 1997. 

· Baseline Survey of Households to Generate Socio-Economic and Cultural Issues among the Poor in Dindugal and Tiruppur Towns focused on their problems and priorities– UNICEF Sponsored Project, 1998.

· “Survey for Clustering of Households Based on Positive Outcomes of Practices to Reduce Maternal Anaemia” – Sponsored Project, 2000.

· “Survey of Students, Teachers and Parents in Kancheepuram and Dharmapuri Districts of Tamil Nadu”, TanPIC – Sponsored Survey, 2001 – 2002.

· “Household Survey of Malayali Tribes of Kanamalai Panchayat in Javadhu Hills” – Sponsored by SST, Chennai, 2003.

· “Fishing Communities of Tamil Nadu – A study of their indigenous knowledge system” - Sponsored by the University of Madras, Chennai 2002

· A Need Assessment Survey of Todas of Nilgiris – Sponsored by the University of Madras, Chennai, 2003.

· A Need Assessment Survey of Adiyan Community of Kerala – Sponsored by the University of Madras, Chennai, 2003.

· A Need Assessment Survey of Badaga Community of Tamil Nadu – Sponsored by the University of Madras, Chennai, 2004.

· An Ethnographic Study among the Kuruchhan community of Krishnagiri district of Tamil Nadu.  Sponsored by the University of Madras, Chennai, 2006.

· An Ethnographic Study among the Irular community of Villupuram district of Tamil Nadu.  Sponsored by the University of Madras, Chennai, 2007.

·  An Ethnographic Study among the Muduvan community, Vallparai, Coimbatore district of Tamil Nadu.  Sponsored by the University of Madras, Chennai, 2010.

· An Ethnographic Study among the Kani community of Kalkaddu Mundanthurai, Thirunellvelli district of Tamil Nadu.  Sponsored by the University of Madras, Chennai, 2011.

· A Need Assessment Survey of Badaga Community of Tamil Nadu – Sponsored by the SST, TVS Group, Chennai, 2013

PROJECTS INVOLVED IN:

· “Operations Research Project on Maternal Anemia among the Urban Poor”, 1997 – 1999.
· “Print Media Reports on Sri Lankan Tamil Refugees from 1983 to 1999”.  Sponsored by UNHCR. Database CD 2000.
· “Planning for Zero Dropout among the Primary School Children of Scheduled Tribes of Tamil Nadu” Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India, Delhi (1999 – 2000).
· “An Ethnological Study of Palliyan Tribe in Tamil Nadu” Sponsored by Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of India, Delhi (1999 – 2000).
· “Tribes and Development: A Study of Tribes of Tamil Nadu” Sponsored by TRENDS, Coimbatore (2002 – 2002).

· “An assessment of Status of Elementary Education in Tamil Nadu”, Sponsored by TANPIC, Chennai (2001 – 2002).

· “Democracy at the grass-roots level: An anthropological study in Tamil Nadu and Andhrapradesh” – Sponsored by University Grants Commission, Govt. of India, Delhi (2002 – 2003).

·  Participatory Village Planning – Sponsored by Srinivasan Services Trust, Chennai (2003 – 2006).

·  A Need Based Social Assessment Study on Tamil Nadu Rural Water Supply and sanitation Programme (World Bank Sponsored Project), in association with Wilbur Smith Associates Private Limited, Chennai, February 2004 to July 2004). 

· Ethno-botanical study and Indigenous Knowledge System UGC sponsored Institute of Herbal Studies, University of Madras, 2005, Chennai.

· Base-Line Survey Report of Thirteen Habitations in Kanamalai Panchayat. Sponsored by SST, Chennai.October, 2006.

· “Documenting Life and Participatory Ethnography” University of Madras sponsored project. December 2006. Produced a visual documentation of Kurumans (ST).

· Project on AIDS Control among College Students sponsored by APAC, Chennai. 2007
· Script Consultant in the Project of “Empowerment Through watershed” Sponsored by Srinivasn Services Trust along with Ford Foundation. January 2007.

· The process of development among the Malayalees of Javadhu Malai, Produced a visual documentation. February 2007.

· Food as a metaphor for the past and the future among farmers in South India: the perception of food and food production in a fast changing world, affiliated with Department of Social Anthropology, Stockholm University.2007.

· Natural hazards and Disaster Studies funded by UNESCO 2007.
· An Assessment study of Tsunami Reconstruction Work at Nagapattinam. Sponsored by Volkshilfe, Austria. Feb. 2008.
· Enumeration and Ethnographic Landscape Mapping of Tribal Communities in selected District of Tamil Nadu, sponsored by University Grant Commission, New Delhi-May.2008. 
· External Evaluation of the Summer Campaign in Tamil Nadu, organized by AID India,May,2008

· Socio- Economic Study of ST, sponsored by Adi- Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Department, Government of Tamil Nadu. 2010

· Marie Curie project titled URBANSELF- financed by EU initiated by University of Passau, Germany along with five other International University 2011-2014

· Need- Assessment study of Malayalee Tribe at Sittari Hills , sponsored by SST, TVS group- 2013

Areas of Teaching:

1. Core papers:

· Foundations of Anthropology

· Anthropology of Peasant Societies

· Research Methodology

· Theories of Social Structure

· Political Anthropology

· Cultural Identity of Indian Tribal Groups (ICOM)

2. Elective papers:

· Social Ecology

· Qualitative Research Methodology

Areas of Research:

·  Tribal Development

· Qualitative Methodology

· Problems and issues of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes

· Anthropological Study of Tsunami in Tamil Nadu

· Ethnography

PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS
· Is there a creamy layer among OBC: An Anthropo-legal study of Other Backward Classes, Chennai: TMS Publications, 2001.
· Child Scientists Speak… Lucknow, National Children’s Science Congress, 2003
· Reminiscing Anthropology, University Publications, 2006.    

PAPERS

1. “Creamy Layer: Socio-Legal Perspectives”. The Indian Journal of Public Affairs and Policy Research, Vol.1, No.1-4, 1998, pp 42-53.
    2“Caste Enumeration and Secular Space”,PILC Journal of          Dravidic Studies, Vol.10:2, 2001 (co-authored).
3. “How free are Dalits in Independent India”, Indian Journal of Public Affairs and Policy Research, Vol.4, No.1-4, 2001 (co-authored).
4. Documentation of News Paper Clippings on Sri Lankan Refugees from 1983 to 1999, Database on CD UNHCR, 2000.
5. Anthropology-Archaeology and the Method of Science, Kalvettu –Vol. 64, pp., 8-10 (Co-authored) 2005
6. What does the New Panchayat System Guarantee? A case study of Pappapatti, Economic and Political Weekly- Vol.XL No.34, August 20-26, 2005, pp., 3751-3758 (Co-authored)
7. Methodological Issues of Participatory Health Care Management: A Case study of Maternal Anaemia among the Urban Poor of Tamil Nadu, in Ajit K.Dalal and Subha Ray (ed) Social Dimensions of Health, RAWAT Publishers, New Delhi, pp 345-361, 2005 (Co-authored).

8. Tamil Nadu’s Second Tsunami, Himal Vol.18 No.2, 6th June 2005, pp., 97-98 (Co- authored).

9. Bridging the gap between the theory and practice through Participation, Adinarayana P.Reddy and Reddeppa M.C.Reddy (ed) Universities and NGOs, Discovery Publishing House, New Delhi, pp 208-222, 2006.

10. Knowledge Systems, Hierarchies and Relevance, V.Subramanyam (ed), Rawat Publications, New Delhi, pp29-34, 2007.

11. Reclaiming the Relevance of Knowledge Systems: Interrelation of Science and Knowledge. International Journal of Knowledge, Culture & Change Management; Volume 8, Common Ground publishing, Australia. 2008.

12. The Supreme Court Version and Some Explanations about OBC Reservation. Bulletin, Quarterly, Volume.2 No.1, Chennai Academy for Science, Humanities and Religion, Jan.2009.

13. The State and Forest- Related Communities: Issues and Paradigms of Development, in Christer Norstrom and Lawrence Surendra (ed) Livelihood Strategies of Forest Dwelling Tribes of South India, Earthworm Books, Mumbai, pp39-53, 2009 (Co-authored). 

14. Sex and the Tribes: An Anthropological Overview, ( Co-Authored), Indian Journal of Sexology, Volume 1 No:1, July-September 2009, edited by Dr. T.Kamaraj, Chennai, pp10-18, 2009.

15. Child Victims of HIV/AIDS- An  Overview, ( Co-Authored), Indian Journal of Sexology, Volume 1 No:1, July-September 2009, edited by Dr. T.Kamaraj, Chennai, pp19-25, 2009.

16. Tribes and their Contemporary Identity, Journal of Institute for Research in Social Sciences and Humanities (IRISH), Volume 5, Number 1, January – June 2010, IRISH, Kannur, Kerala.

17. Tribal development Strategies in India (co-Authored) in ed. Book Contemporary Indian Society by Raja Reddy Kalluri, published by SHIPRA Publication, Delhi, 2011.

18. Can Religion Intervene with Social Justice in the name of positive Discrimination? A Case of Dalit Converts, Humankind, The Journal of Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manv Sangrahalya, Vol. 7, 2011, Bhopal, India. 
19. “Caste and Communities in India” in Linda Jencson (ed) Power Trip: The cross-cultural construction of Gender, Race and Class Hierarchies”, Kendall Hunt, Publishing Company, Dubuque, IA. pp 157-162, 2012.
20. Is Development Unilineal and Homogeneous? The Journal of Voice of Intellectual Man, Vol.2, No.1, pp 43-62, Jan – June, 2012. 
21.  Negotiated ‘Identities’: A Case Study of Tamil Nadu, The Tribal Tribune, Vol.5, Issue- 4, July 2013. Article No.229, ISSN2249-3433
PAPERS PRESENTED AT SEMINARS/CONFERENCES:

· South Indian History Congress (S.I.H.C) Paper presented: “Political Organization among the Periyamalai Gounders, Tamil Nadu”, 10th – 12th January 1994, Tirupati.

· Regional Seminar on Change and Development among the tribes of Tamil Nadu, Department of Anthropology, February 26 – 27, 1995, Ooty.

· Regional Seminar, Department of Anthropology, University of Madras, Chennai.

Paper presented: “Development and Land Alienation”.

· National Seminar on Tribal Societies and Sustainable Development, Department of Anthropology, University of Madras, 29 – 30, September’1997, Ooty.

Paper presented: “The Role of Indigenous Women in National Resource Management”.

· Indian Science Congress Association meeting, Chennai, January’1998.

Paper presented: “Participatory Research: Some Methodological issues”.

· National Seminar on Indicators of Social Development, Department of Sociology, University of Madras, Chennai, 30 – 31, March’1998.  Paper Presented: “Sustainable Social Development: Some issues relating to Health-care Delivery System”.

· National Seminar on “Participatory Research and Peoples Participation: Some issues and perspectives”, Department of Anthropology, University of Madras, 30th & 31st March’2000.

Paper presented: Refugees and Participatory Process.

· National Seminar on “Communities and Identity Consciousness: South Indian Trajectories” the Department of Christian Studies, University of Madras, 6 – 7, September’2000.

· National Conference on Tribal Heritage of South India, Organized by Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, New Delhi, December 26 – 30, 2000, Mangalore University.

Paper presented: “Biodiversity Heritage Boon or Bane?”

· National Seminar on “Forced Migration” organized by Department of Anthropology, University of Madras, and March’2001.

· National Study Conference of Human Rights and Refugees, organized by Department of Social Work, Madras Christian College, Chennai, 8th – 10th October’2001.

Participated as a Resource Person.

· Early Migration of Indian Communities; Some possible ways of finding genetic solutions, presented at the National Seminar on South Indian Archaeology: Problems and Perspectives – organized by Ancient History and Archaeology, University of Madras, 5 – 6 March’2002, Chennai.

· Theories and Developmental Practice, presented at the National Seminar on Redefining Governance: Role of NGO’s in Development administration, organized by Academy of Public Affairs, Anna Centre for Public Affairs, University of Madras, 8 – 9 April’2002, Chennai.

· Human Wrongs and Human Rights: Do Tribal Communities have Right to live?  Presented a Paper in the Workshop on Human Rights and Social Justice, organized by Politics and Public Administration, University of Madras, 31st July’2002, Chennai.

· Are there Lessons to Learn from Tribal Struggles, Seminar on Tribal lands, forests and Governance, Coimbatore, 26 – 29 September - 2002

· “Caste, Dominant Values and Subjugation: Dalits and Contemporary debates”, National Seminar on Caste in Southern India: Contemporary Debate, organized by Anthropological Survey of India, Mysore, December-18, 2002.

· “Is Development homogeneous and Unilineal?” Seminar on Anthropology in the New Millennium: An interactive dialogue, IGRMS, Bhopal, March 1 – 2, 2003.

· “Methodological Issues of Healthcare Management: A case of anaemia among the Urban poor of Tamil Nadu”, National Seminar on Social Dimension of Health, University of Allahabad, April 10 – 12, 2003.

· “Knowledge systems, hierarchies and relevance”, Seminar on Indigenous knowledge systems and their relevance, 15-17 December 2003.

· “Public Health and Peoples Participation: A Study of Controlling Maternal Anaemia among the Urban Poor in Tamil Nadu”, 6th to 9th July 2004, XVIII European Conference on Modern South and South Asian studies, Lund, Sweden.

· “Dominance and Masculinity: A case of Dominant Caste and Dalits in Tamil Nadu”, 6th to 9th July 2004, XVIII European Conference on Modern South and South Asian studies, Lund, Sweden.

· “Dalit Identities”, 22-23 January 2005, Seminar on Communities and Identities, organized by Department of Anthropology, University of Madras, Chennai.

· “Is there a Participatory Ethnography? February 28-March 1, 2005, Seminar on Experiencing Participation: A Critical Review, organized by Department of Anthropology, University of Madras, Chennai.

· Indian and Sri Lankan Maritime Communities and Knowledge System, 20-21 March 2005, Indo-Sri Lankan seminar on Social Sciences and Humanities, organized by Department of Anthropology, University of Madras, Chennai.

· “The Toda of Nilgiris”, National workshop on Tribal Heritage, organized by INTACH, Bastar, Chattisgarh, 12-13 May 2005.
· “A critical Analysis of Tribal Sub-plan-A case study of Dharmapuri district”, State workshop on Draft ST (recognition of Forest Rights) Bill 2005, organized by Tamil Nadu Pazhangudi Makkal Sangam, Darmapuri, 10-11 July 2005. 
· “My Experience with Participation”, Workshop on Participatory Research, Organized by Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA), New Delhi, 4-5 August 2005.
· “Forest Policy and Laws: Displacement of Adivasis from their home land”, Workshop on Strategies for the Protection of Environment, Jointly organized by Human Rights Advocacy and Research Foundation (HRF), SNEHA-Nagapattinam and Legal Aid to Women Trust- (NEYTHAL), 16-17 September 2005.

· “Bridging the Gap between the Theory and Practice through Participation” workshop on Linkages between NGOs and Universities: Status and Future Directions, Organized by Department of Adult and Continuing Education, Sri Venkateswara University, 5-6 December 2005.
· “Orientation programme for teachers” organized by Centre for Differently Abled persons and Department of Adult and Continuing Education, University of Madras, 21st December 2005. 
· Chaired a session “Women Entrepreneurs-A Measure of Success”, National Conference on Contemporary Trends of Human Resource Development in Business Organizations- A Psychological Perspective, Organized by the Department of Psychology, University of Madras, Chennai, 18th January 2006.
· Participatory Research: Whose reality counts? Paper presented at the seminar, Queen’s University, Belfast, Ireland. 28th March 2006.

· Participated in a International Conference, “St.Patrick’s Day: Paraders, Performers and Promoters’, 24-25 March 2006, held at Queens University, Belfast, UK.
· Presented a paper on Dalit Identity at International Workshop on Transitional Families: Emotions and Belonging, 11th May 2006 at Queens University, Belfast, UK, organised by Department of Anthropology, Queen’s University, Belfast.
· Presented a paper at, Vienna, Austria, organised by Renner institute, Vienna, Austria. International workshop Tsunami- Catastrophe or Chance? 1st June 2006
· Paper presented at International Conference on “Modern South Asian Studies (ECMSAS 2006) 26-30 June 2006 at Leiden, Netherlands. Displacement of Coastal Communities beyond Coastal Regulatory Zone: Problems and Prospects in Tamil Nadu State, India.

· Participated in Cosmopolitanism and New Humanity: A Round Table Conversation, workshop organised by Madras Institute of Development Studies on 27th July 2006.
· Paper presented at the National   Seminar on Subaltern Hermeneutics. The Interpretative world of Dalits, Women and Tribe. Organized by Department of Christian Studies, University of Madras. On 19th Sep.2006
· Delivered a special lecture on Caste an Overview: The Tribal Communities of Tamil Nadu. Organized by Madras Christian College in collaboration with Davidson College, US. November 10th 2006 

· Presented a paper on The Process of Relief, Rehabilitation and Reconstructive of Measures of Tsunami in Tamil Nadu Organized by Academic Staff College, University of Madras, Chennai, on 27th November 2006.
· Paper presented on, Biodiversity and Cultural Diversity at International Conference on Environment, Culture Economic and Social Sustainability organized by Department of Geography, University of Madras, Chennai, on December, 2006.

· Presented paper on, The neglected youth: An Empirical Study on AIDS Control Among the College Students, organized by Department of Geography, University of Madras, Chennai, on December, 2006

· Participated at International Workshop on Capacity Building in Integrated Coastal Management, organized by Asia Link Europe Aid and Institute for Ocean Management, Anna University, Chennai. (29th January to 2nd February 2007).

· Paper presented on ‘Participation and Institutional Interventions’ organized by French Institute of Pondicherry, Pondicherry on 1`2th April 2007. 

· Paper presented on Can religion Intervene Social Justice in the name of Positive Discrimination? A case of Dalit Converts, at International Conference on Religion, Conflict and Development, organized by Southeast Asian Studies, University of Passau, Germany, on 25th –27th June 2007.

· Delivered a special lecture on “My experience with Tribes of Tamil Nadu” organize by IPSOWA. 7th Feb. 2007.

·  Attended work shop for “Thematic Intervention Strategy” organized by APAC, Chennai, 26th March 2007. 

·  Acted as moderator and panelist and presented on “Changing Power Equations” National seminar organized by Department of Christian Studies, University of Madras, Chennai. 21-22August 2007. 

·  Delivered a special Lecture Rotary, Chennai on Positive Discrimination and its impact. 11th September 2007

·  Delivered a special lecture on “Human enquiry and Scientific enquiry” Organised by Department of Adult Education, University of Madras Chennai. 18th September 2007.

·  Attended ToT Programme on Disaster Management organized by   Kyoto, Madras and Middle East Technical Universities       Training of Trainer (ToT) Workshop on Disaster Management, Organized by Department of Applied Geology, Center for Natural Hazards & Disaster Studies, University of Madras.25th-29 Sep 2007.
·  Paper presented at National Seminar on “Strategy for Tribal    Development with special reference to Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs)” 3-4 November, 2007. Organised by Dr. Ambedkar Chair Professor in Anthropology Department of Anthropology, Calcutta University. Tribal Research Centre,  Government of Tamil Nadu, Ooty, M. Palada

·  Paper presented at International Seminar on Dominance and   Masculinity: The Case of Dominant Caste and Dalits in Tamil Nadu , organized by Anna Centre for Public Affairs, University of Madras, on 24th&25th Jan,2008.

· Paper presented at National Seminar on Tribal Movements…. Do we have lessons to learn?, organized by School of Social Sciences and International Studies, Pondicherry University, on 6th Feb. 2008
·    Presented Paper at 3rd International Conference on Sexology,    Chennai on The Neglected Youth: An Empirical Study on AIDS Control among the College Students. Organized by Indian Institute of Sexual Medicine, 16th 17th Feb.2008 

· Chaired a session at 3rd International Conference on Sexology Organized by Indian Institute of Sexual Medicine, 16th 17th Feb.2008 

· Presented paper at PCVC workshop on “The role of NGOs in Development Sector” organized by The Baniyan Academy of leadership in mental health 6th March 2008.

· Participated in a workshop on “Consultation for    Developing      Training Manual for Training tribal Youth as Animators”, 


     organized by Rajiv Gandhi National Intuition of Youth        

     Development, Sriperumbudur, on 13th to 15th March 2008.

· Presented paper on ‘Does digitalization enhance knowledge system? Organized by Department of Public administration, Presidency College, Chennai on 18th March 2008.

· Presented paper on ‘Public health and People’s Participation’ organized by Department of Public Administration, University of Madras, Chennai on 26th March 2008.

· Presented paper on ‘Fatherhood’ among the Vulnerable Communities organized by DWARF-LTMI in association with UNFPA, UNIC AND ICRW on 14th May 2008.

· Presented paper on ‘The Coastal Communities of Tamil    Nadu’ workshop organized by Center for Ocean and
Coastal Studies, University of Madras, Kyoto University and SEEDS, on 18th June 2008.
· Presented paper on “Reclaiming the relevance of knowledge systems”, 4th International Conference on Knowledge, Culture and Change in organizations by Common Ground at University of Cambridge, UK, 5th, 6th &7th August 2008

· Participated in a workshop on “Consultation for    Developing      Training Manual for Training tribal Youth as Animators”, 


     organized by Rajiv Gandhi National Intuition of Youth        

     Development, Sriperumbudur, on 21st November 2008.

· Participated in a workshop and performed as a panelist on Women and Science Today, organized by Chennai Academy for Science, on 31st January 2009



· Chaired a session at the International Conference on Region and Nation in Literary and Cultural Studies, organized by Department of English, University of Madras, Chennai- 11th February 2009.

· Organized and presented a paper on Sex and Tribes: An Anthropological Overview, at 4th International conference. Co-organizers, Indian Institute of Sexual Medicine, Akash Fertility Center, Department of Psychology,& Department of Anthropology. Chennai.14th Feb.2009

· Presented a paper on Is Development Unilineal and Homogeneous? At Indian National Confederation and Academy of Anthropology, 4th Inter Congress Feb.21-23, 2009. University of Hyderabad.
· Presented paper on “The impact of digitalization among youth” at National Conference organized by Pondicherry University, 16th March 2009.
· Presented paper on The Changing Identity of Children: Looking Beyond Statistics at National Conference organized by Department of Political science, Presidency College, Chennai, 3rd April 2009.
· Presented paper on “Identities and Emotions: A tribe in transition” in 16th world congress of International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences held at Kumming (People’s Republic of China), July 27-31, 2009.
· Presented paper on “Issues and challenges in Participatory Rural Approaches”- in a workshop conducted by Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences, Kumming, China, 4th August, 2009.
· Delivered lecture on “Research Methodology” on 7th August 2009, organized by National Children science Congress, Chennai chapter.

· Delivered lecture on “Tribal Problems” on 9th August 2009, organized by Tamil Nadu Adivasi federation, Coimbatore.
· Paper presented on “ Human Rights: The Tribes of Tamil Nadu” at national Conference on Human Rights & the Marginalized, organized by department of Social Work, Christian college in collaborated with UNICEF on 23rd, Sep. 2009
· Presented paper on “Urban space and Urban Poor: Some Anthropological Reflections” at Seminar organized Department of Mass Media and Communication Studies, University of Madras, on 30the October 2009.

· Delivered lecture on “An empirical understanding of tribal communities” on 14th December, 2009, organized by Philosophy Department University of Madras.

· Presented paper on “Culture of Governance and Conflict Resolution: An Indian Perspective “at International conference, organized by Institute for Indology, LMU, Munich, Germany, on 7th-9th January, 2010. 
· Presented paper on “The Perception of Procreation among the Indigenous People”, on 13the and 14th February 2010 at the 5th International Conference on Sexology organized by Indian Institute of Sexology, Department of Anthropology, University of Madras and Department of Psychology, University of Madras.
· Delivered a special lecture on “Pro Levi-Strauss’s as a Structural Linguist”, Refresher Course, organized by Department of English, University of Madras, Chennai, on 6th July. 2010

· Presented a paper on “ Impact of the Sri Lankan Coundrum on Politics in Tamil Nadu” 26th and 29th July 2010, 21st European Conference on Modern South and south Asian Studies, Bonn, Germany.
· Paper presented on “Caste and social justice in India”, on 15th Nov.2010, organized by Department of Anthropology and Dept of International Education Development, Appalachian State University, Boone, NC, USA. 
· Participated and presented paper on ‘Ethnographic Approach in Identifying the communities: A case study of Tamil Nadu’ organized by INCCA & Anthropological Survey of India, Kolkotta, Feb. 21-23, 2011. 
· Presented a paper on ‘Social Impact Assessment Study: An empirical understanding’ National Seminar, organized by Sri Venkateshwara University, Thirupati, on 11th March, 2011.
· Presented paper on “Anthropological Teaching in Tamil Nadu: A Review of Syllabus in the Department of anthropology, University of Madras, organised by Anthropological Survey of India, Sourthern Reginal Centre, Mysore on 28th & 29th April 2011.
· Delivered lecture on “Emergence on Qualitative Techniques & with special focus on Focus Group Discussion”, organized by Department of Psychology, University of Madras, 11th August, 2011. 
· Delivered lecture on “Women Harassment: A glimpse of Supreme Court Guide lines” organized Academic Staff college, University of Madras, on 1st Oct.2011.

· Delivered lecture on “Human Rights: A methodological issue in empirical understanding” organized by L.N. GOVT. College (A), Ponneri, Thiruvallur Dist. On 13th Oct. 2011.  

· Delivered a special lecture on “Field work tradition” organised by Asian Centre for Cultural Studies, Panayur, Chennai- 16th Oct. 2011

· Delivered a paper on Anthropological Exploration in Tamil Antiquity, 19th March 2012, Department of History, Sociology, Anthropology, and Central Institute of Classical Tamil.  

· Delivered a special lecture on Tribe and their Culture: Through Anthropological Perspective, organized by Department of Tamil, University of Madras, held on 27th March 2012. 

· Delivered a Public Lecture on A Large City and its Slums in India: Chennai (Madras), organized by Institute of Metropolitan Research, Budapest, Hungry on 16th May, 2012. 
· Delivered public lecture on ‘Gender’ An Indian Perspective’, at Research Colloquium, Organised by University of Passau, Germany, on 23rd, May 2012

· Organised and presented a paper on The neglected Women Social Scientist, at the seminar organized by University Women Association and the Department of Anthropology, University of Madras, July 28th 2012

· Presented paper on Controversial tribes in Tamil Nadu, organized by State Planning Commission, Government of Tamil Nadu, on 28th & 29th Sep. 2012.

· Presented a paper on Women as a Social Scientist, at International Conference on Research in Condensed Matter Physics, organized by the Department of Theoretical Physics, University of Madras, on 1-3 Oct. 2012. 

· Presented paper and served as a resource person at the workshop on Research Methodology, organized by Asian Centre for Cross Cultural Studies, Pannyur, Chennai, 15, th November, 2012. 

· Presented a paper on Public Health and People’s perception: A study of Controlling Maternal Anemia among the Urban Poor in Tamil Nadu, organized by Department of Anthropology, University of Hyderabad, IGRMS, ICMR ICSSR on 2-4 January, 2013. 

· Delivered a Special Address on Feministic Research, organized by the Department of Philosophy, University of Madras, Chennai, on 31st January, 2013. 

· Delivered a special lecture on Assessing Relevance of Traditional Knowledge for Climate Change in Tamil Nadu, in a workshop organized by Department of Environment, Government of India, German International Co-operation, New Delhi, & Prime Net, Lucknow, on 21st June 2013.

· Delivered a special lecture on Self- organization and social reality in a hierarchical society: An empirical understanding, International Workshop on URBANSELF, organized by Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences, Kunming China, 23rd to 29th July, 2013. 

· Delivered a special Lecture on ‘Archival Research/ Historical Research/Ethnographic Studies, organized by Academic Staff College, University of Madras, on 19th August, 2013. 

· Delivered a special Lecture on Making Projects: A Need for the Academicians, organized by Academic Staff College, University of Madras, on 20th August, 2013. 

· Presented paper on “Self Organization and Social Reality in an Hierarchical society: An Empirical Understanding, in International Conference on 2-8, Oct. 2013, University of Passau, Germany. 

· Presented paper on Chennai Slums at International URBAN-SELF- workshop at the University of Passau, Germany, from 29th September to 5th October 2013.

· Presented two talks on Social Heirarchy, Religion, & Justice in India at Department of Planning & Development, University of Groningen, Netherlands, on 10th & 11 Oct. 2013

· Presented paper and served as a resource person at the workshop on Research Methodology, organized by Asian Centre for Cross Cultural Studies, Pannyur, Chennai, 15, th November, 2013. 
· Delivered a lecture on Reading  leads to  epistemological & ontological understanding , organized by Book Club, University of Madras, Chennai on 19th Dec.2013. 

· Presented a paper on Research Methodology, at University Academic Staff College, 27th Jan. 2014.

· Organised and presented a paper in 7th International Conference on Sexology along with Indian Institute of Sexology, Department of Anthropology, University of Madras and Department of Psychology, University of Madras, on 15th, 16th & 17th Feb. 2014. 
· Organised and presented paper in International workshop on URBANSELF: Publication, University of Madras, 19th & 20th Feb.2014
· Paper presented on Quality education through Alternative Methods: A case study of AID INDIA, organized by University of Hyderabad, AP., 25th & 26th Feb. 2014. 

· Delivered a special lecture on Field work Tradition, in Twodays workshop on Research Methodology, organized by Department of Christian Studies, University of Madras, Chennai, 27th Feb.2014. 

· Delivered Special lecture on Tamil Reading, organized by Institute for Indology, LMU, Munich, Germany, on 16th May, 2014. 
· Conducted course on Gender and Development (10 credit), at University of Passau, Germany from 17th to 27th May, 2014

· Delivered a special lecture on Communities in India  at the University of Bayreuth, Germany on 28th May, 2014.

· Acted as a Commentator in a Workshop Mobile Spaces: Everyday Practices in Indian, North American and European Cities, organized by Karl Jaspers Centre for Transcultural Studies, Heidelberg Center for American Studies, Heidelberg, Germany on 1st-3 June, 2014.

· Acted as a resource person in a twodays workshop  Consultation Workshop for Developing a Tribal & Northeast Youth Development Plan, 27 - 28 June 2014, organized by RGNIYD, Sriperembatur. 

· Delivered a special lecture at WCC, Chennai on What Anthropologist look for on 2nd July 2014. 

· Organised a One day National Seminar on Communities, Culture & Development, on 28th Sep 2014, Department of Anthropology, University of Madras.

· Delivered  special lecture on “ Contemporary Anthropological Contributions” on 28th Sep, 2014, in a Sudaresen Memorial National Seminar, organized by Department of Anthropology, University of Madras.

· Organised one-day National Seminar on Sanitation for All, on 15th October, 2014, depart,ent of Anthropology, University of Madras.

· Presented a paper on Understanding toilet training as ‘Part Culture, on 15th Oct.2014, at one-day national seminar on Sanitation for All, organized by the Department of anthropology, University of Madras.

· Delivered a special lecture on Anthropology and Public Relations, at Department of Public Relations, Stella Maris College, on 16th October, 2014.

· Presented a paper titled ‘Tribes and their Development Process in Tamil Nadu’,in a Programme titled ‘ Multi- Stakeholder Consultation on ‘National Tribal Human Development Report’ organized by Ministry of Tribal Affirs, Niti Aayog, UNDP, Delhi at Puducherry on 4& 5th Feb. 2015. 

Holding Special Academic Position

· Selection Committee Member for the Teaching Faculty at School of Gender Studies,  RGNIYD, Sriperumbadur, 4th July 2014

· Evaluated a Ph.D thesis  Andhra University, July, 2014

Workshop
· Deliver lecture on “How to do a Project: Basic Methodological inputs.” at Children science Congress: Guide Teacher Workshop on 7th August 2009, organized by Children Science Congress, Chennai Chapter.

· Deliver Lecture on “The Problems of Tribes of Tamil Nadu” on 9th August, 2009, organized by Tamil Nadu Adivasi Federation, Coimbatore.

Resource Person for: 

· The Gender Sensitization programme, The Central Excise Officer’s Training Institute, Chennai.

· The Department of Tamil Culture and Development, Government of Tamil Nadu, Chennai.
· Academic Staff College, University of Madras.
· Academic Staff College, Bharathidasan University, Trichy.
· Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development 
· Manipal Institute of Communication, Manipal University, Manipal, Karnataka.

Associated in Organizing… 

· Participatory Research and People’s Participation”, National Seminar Sponsored by UGC, sponsored by UGC, Department of Anthropology, University of Madras, 4,5 March 2001, Chennai.

· “Tribal lands, Forests, and Governance, Seminar jointly organized by Department of Anthropology and Tamil Nadu Pazhangudi Makkal Sangam, 26 – 29, September 2002.

· “Communities and Identities”, Seminar organized by Department of Anthropology, University of Madras, 22-23 January, 2005, Chennai, Sponsored by TRENDS, Coimbatore. 

· “Experiencing Participation: A Critical Review, Feb 28-March 1, 2005, Department of Anthropology, University of Madras, Chennai.

· “Indo-Sri Lankan Seminar on Social Sciences and Humanities”, Department of Anthropology, University of Madras, 20-21 March, 2005.

· Organized a film cum lecture show titled “Little Tradition of Tamil Nadu: Sidewalk Hinduism” 3rd May, 2006 at the Queen’s University, Belfast, Ireland. 

· Organized a Roundtable Discussion on Current state of Conflicts: Concern for Human Security 8th August 2006.

· Organized Sudarsen Memorial Lecture on 21st September 2006 at the Department of Anthropology, University of Madras.
· Organized District Children Science Congress on 11th November 2006, University of Madras, Chennai.

· Organized ‘Eureka Children’s’ Festival on 4th February 2007 coordinated with Aid-India, Chennai. 

· Organized Second International and Sixth Biennial Conference of the Indian society of Victimology on 8-10th February 2007.

· Organized and accompanied to field-work at Krishnagiri dist, Tamil Nadu to study the ‘Kirichan’ community (ST) along with M.A. students of Anthropology Department, University of Madras, Chennai. May (28 Days) 2007. Produced a film on “Identities and Emotions: A Tribe in Transition” 
· Organized District Children Science Congress on 1st August 2007, University of Madras, Chennai.

· Organized workshop on “Development and Testing of Handbook and Media Resource Kit for Journalist Covering Natural Hazards” along with the department of Mass Media and communication Studies and Academic Staff College, University of Madras. 18th Aug 2007.

· Organized ‘job fair’ at the University of Madras, coordinating with Mailer Jobs, Chennai on 26th August 2007.   

· Organized Sudarsen Memorial Lecture on 14th September 2007 at the Department of Anthropology, University of Madras.

· Organized International conference on Corporate Social Responsibility: Development with Equity on 5th, 6th &7th November 2008.

· Organized and presented a paper on Sex and Tribes: An Anthropological Overview, at 4th International Conference on Sexology. Co-organizers, Indian Institute of Sexual Medicine, Akash Fertility Center, Department of Psychology, & Department of Anthropology. Chennai.14th Feb.2009
· Organized and accompanied to field-work at Villupuram dist, Tamil Nadu to study the ‘Irular’ community (ST) along with M.A. students of Anthropology Department, University of Madras, Chennai. Feb-March (28 Days) 2007. Produced a film on “The Belief System of Irulars” 
· Organized Sudarsen Memorial Lecture on 5th September 2009 at the Department of Anthropology, University of Madras.
· Organized International conference on Peace and Conflict Resolution at Kallar, Ooty on 4th, 5th &6th December 2010.

· Organized and accompanied to field-work among the Muduvan community of Valparai district of Tamil Nadu.  Sponsored by the University of Madras, Chennai, 2010.

· Organized and presented a paper on “The Perception of Procreation among the Indigenous People at 5th International Conference on Sexology. Co-organizers, Indian Institute of Sexual Medicine, Akash Fertility Center, Department of Psychology, & Department of Anthropology. Chennai.14th Feb.2010
· Organized Sudarsen Memorial Lecture on 5th September 2010 at the Department of Anthropology, University of Madras.

· Organized and accompanied to field-work among the Kani Community of Kalakadu Mundanthurai, Thirunelveli District of Tamil Nadu. Sponsored by the University of Madras, Chennai, 2010.

· Organized at 5th International Conference on Sexology. Co-organizers, Indian Institute of Sexual Medicine, Akash Fertility Center, Department of psychology & Department of Anthropology, university of Madras, Chennai, 14th February 2011. 

· Organised Two Day – Workshop: Dr. S. Venkatraman, Senior Programme Specialist, UNESCO Office in Nairobi, Kenya, on “Where next with Anthropology” organized by the Department of Anthropology, on 12th & 13th July, 2011.

· Prof. Dagmar Hellmann Rajanayagam, (International speaker) Mainland Southeast Asian Studies, University of Passau, Germany, delivered lectures on “Squeezed from both sides: Indians, the ‘anak kiri’ in Malayasia & Singapore”, organized by the Department of Anthropology, on 30th August, 2011.
· Three Day – Workshop: Dr. S. Venkatraman, Senior Programme Specialist, UNESCO Office in Nairobi, Kenya, on “Exploring and engaging Anthropology in Contemporary World” organized by the Department of Anthropology, 19-21, December 2011.

· Organized at 6th International Conference on Sexology. Co-organizers, Indian Institute of Sexual Medicine, Akash Fertility Center, Department of Psychology, & Department of Anthropology. Chennai.14th Feb.2012.
· Organised International Workshop on ‘Urban development: The Growing Complexity of Social Life & Its special Consequences, 3rd Sep. 2012, University of Madras, Chennai.

· Organised and presented a paper in 7th International Conference on Sexology along with Indian Institute of Sexology, Department of Anthropology, University of Madras and Department of Psychology, University of Madras, on 15th, 16th & 17th Feb. 2014. 
· Organised and presented paper in International workshop on URBANSELF: Publication, University of Madras, 19th & 20th Feb.2014.

· Organized Sudarsen Memorial Lecture on 25th September 2015 on “Tribes of India: Identity & Development, at the Department of Anthropology, University of Madras.
· Organized and accompanied to field-work among the Kurumans Community of Dharmapuri District of Tamil Nadu. Sponsored by the University of Madras, Chennai, 2015.

· Organised one day National Seminar on ‘The Social Context around Around Art & Game Events” in the Department of Anthropology, University of Madras, 13th Feb 2015. 
 People’s Ethnography

I. Ethnography of Boyar, 14th February’2003, 8th March’2003.

II. Ethnography of Kuruman, 24th March’2003.

III. Stakeholders’ workshop as a part of the project on Participatory Village Planning, Padavedu, 3rd July’2003.

IV. Submitted Brief Palliyan Ethnography report to Collector Dindigul, government of Tamil Nadu, based on their request -2007

V. Submitted Pulayan Ethnography Report to the Secretary, Adi Dravidar and Tribal Welfare Dept. Government of Tamil Nadu- 2014

Tribal Household Survey

I. A Survey of Tribal Communities in Tamil Nadu, 23rd February’2002, Chennai.

II. A Survey of Tribal Communities in Tamil Nadu, 31st May’2002, Dharmapuri.

III. A Survey of Tribal Communities in Tamil Nadu, July 26th 2002, Salem.

IV. A Survey of Malayali Community of Salem, Coimbatore District- 2009

V. A Survey of Kurumans community of Salem and Coimbatore District – 2009.

VI. A Survey of Kattunayakar, MalaiKuravan, Irular and Mannan of Salem District- 2009.

Report submitted to the Government

1. Submitted Brief Konda Reddy Ethnographic Report to Collector Madurai, Government of Tamil Nadu, based on their request -2008

2. Submitted Brief Kattunayakan Ethnographic Report to Collector Madurai, Government of Tamil Nadu, based on their request -2008

3. Submitted Brief Kattunayakan Ethnographic Report to Collector Thirunellveli , Government of Tamil Nadu, based on their request -2008

4. Submitted Brief Kattunayakan Ethnographic Report to Collector Thiruvannamalai, Government of Tamil Nadu, based on their request -2009

5. Submitted Brief Bandi Ethnographic Report to Collector Thiruvannamalai, Government of Tamil Nadu, based on their request -2009 
6.  Submitted brief report on Kattunayakan Ethnographic Report to Collector Vellore, Government of Tamil Nadu, based on their request -2009 
7. Submitted Brief Kannikar Ethnographic Report to Collector Madurai,     Government of Tamil Nadu, based on their request -2009 
8. Submitted Brief Kannikar Ethnographic Report to Collector Thirunellveli, Government of Tamil Nadu, based on their request -2009 Submitted a Brief Study Report on Devendrakulathan Community based o the request by Government of Tamil Nadu. 2011. 
Produced Visual documentations

· A nebulous future-Onge (2000)

· Bow and arrow ceremony (2002)

· The Future Path-Malayalee (2003)

· Tsunami-The aftermath  (2004)

· Documenting Life and Participatory Ethnography- A case study of Kurumans (2005)

· Reaching the Unreached – Empowering the Malayalee tribes in TVmalai District. (2006)

· Identities and Emotions: A Tribe in Transition – An Ethnographic Profile of Kurichan Community. (2006)

· Knowledge System and Relevance- Documentation of live treatment of Snake Bite.(2008)

· Honey Collection- A visual Documentation of traditional techniques of collecting honey by Malayali tribes. (2008)

· The Belief System of Irulars: (2009)

· The Thai noombi of Muduvans: An exotic ritual (2010)
Acting as an Anthropology Expert:  

· Traveled 15 districts of Tamil Nadu as a Committee Member of District Vigilance Committee and State Level Scrutiny Committee Member for verification of Community Certificates, verified nearly 10000 cases and submitted the final decision. (2005-2014)
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